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Editor's note: 
A list of the clubs and organisations in the village can be 
found in the centre pages of Weeting Village Life along with 
details of who to contact if you would like to make enquiries. 
Most of the clubs have room for more of you to come along, 
so have a look and see if anything takes your fancy!

Recent Village 
Activities

The Parish Council has purchased a 
new and bigger village notice board 
to replace the old one outside the 
Londis / Post Office store. This has 
been erected by brothers Tim and Danny Murfet and will 
serve as the main information point for Parish notices. Some 
of the old boards will be donated to various organistations in 
Weeting, whilst those on the bus shelters will be retained for 
the timetables.

More spring bulbs have been planted in a variety of places 
around the village by members of the Parish Council assisted 
by Rachel Scrafield and Ron Bloomfield. Hopefully these will  
brighten up our Spring next year and serve as a colourful 
welcome to those passing through the village. Thank you 
once again to our volunteers.

A very merry Christmas from Weeting Parish Council to 
all our residents and thanks to our regular contributors, 
advertisers and Barkers Print & Design who enable us to 

produce the magazine. 
We also wish you a Happy New Year and hope that 2021 
will be a better one and see a return to all our clubs and 

organisations and their activities.

Cancer Research Run
Joey Ginger (6) decided on the way to 
school that he wanted to raise money for 
Cancer research by running everyday 
after school that week.

Joey had overheard his mum and dad 
talking about a friend’s loss of a family 
member to cancer.

Joey originally wanted to run 2 miles 
everyday – Joey went out straight from 
school and he chose 
the pace, the route 
and the distance. 
Joey also took his 
l i b r a r y b o o k , 
notebook and pen 
and trusty plastic 
sword on some of 
his trips. Every day 

Joey ran between 5 and 6 km – including 
on the Saturday and Sunday - running a total 22.6miles over 
7 days and raising an amazing £580 for Cancer research. 

Editor’s Note: What a fantastic 
achievement Joey. Well done!



School Report
As we near the end of our first term back in school with all our children we have had the opportunity to 
reflect on all the new and exciting experiences that we have had in our classes.

Chestnut Class
This term the children have been exploring the question “What’s in the Box?”.  After listening to the story 
“It’s not a box!” about a rabbit who creates all sorts of objects from a cardboard, the children worked in 
groups to use their imagination to transform a cardboard box into amazing racing cars, pirate ships and a 
rocket that can bring back rainbows to brighten up our world!

The children took part in the RHS “Big Soup Share” and used potatoes, carrots and pumpkins to make 
their very own pumpkin soup.  The children had to chop a lot of vegetables and thought that their muscles 
had got even stronger by the time they had finished! The children invited their parents to purchase the 
soup and asked for donations which they have used to buy new tools for use in the outdoor mud kitchen.

Beech Class
This term the children have been learning all about Castles 
and life in the Middle Ages. We have applied for jobs in a 
medieval castle, though few people wanted the dirty ones! 
We have also learnt how someone became a knight and how 
much work was involved!
We have looked at how castles were both homes and 
fortresses, and learnt that they changed over time. We have 
particularly enjoyed DT where we have been designing and 
making working drawbridges using mechanisms such as 
pulleys, counterbalances and levers. In Maths we are now 
learning all about Money, just in time to help us buy everyone 
a present for Christmas.

Elm Class
The children have really enjoyed their topic on World War 1 and are in the process of writing non-
chronological reports about it. As part of work around remembrance they learnt the poem “In Flanders 
Field” and recited this before observing their 2 minute silence on the 11th November. The children have 
also created poppies out of clay and water colour landscapes of poppy fields.



School Report
Oak Class

The children have been learning about the Mayan civilisation.  In Geography lessons, they have 
looked into what the Mayan diet consisted of and found that chocolate was popular during that 
time.  The children found that out it is was similar to the hot chocolate that is drunk today, but 
was flavoured with chilli peppers and spices. The children found out that the drink was served 
only to wealthy people because Cacao beans were valuable and were thought to be a luxurious 
item.  

In History the children learnt about Mayan gods.  The religion involved several aspects of nature, 
astronomy and rituals. Most Gods represented a form in nature, for example, Sun God, Kinih Ahous, or 
Maize God (Yum Kaax). The Mayans were known for their calendars and astronomical buildings. These 
were used during their religious rituals. Below are pupils making clay pots and face masks.

Although Remembrance Day this year was celebrated 
in our individual classes we were able to work together 
to reflect on the role animals played in World War 1 and 
World War 2 through a beautiful on line assembly from 
Mother Joan and Jasper! Each child created their own 
poppy which was added to a class wreath. The wreaths 
have been on display in our main entrance under the 
heading of “Respectful” which is one of our school 
values. 

At our School Council’s recommendation, all the staff and children were encouraged to dress 
up in spots for Children in Need this year.  After a lot of counting by Mrs Fisher, Executive 
Deputy Head, Beech Class were announced the winners of our Pudsey Bear competition!

As part of our Posada celebrations, Mary, Joseph and the donkey will be making their way 
around the village, but in a slightly different way this year.  Each child has made a picture of 
one of the Nativity characters and taken it home to display in a window. How many people 
from The Christmas Story can you see as travel to and from school?

We would like to wish all our children, families and 
friends a very happy and safe Christmas.



School Report
It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas... in setting! Our tree is up and we have been busy 
making decorations for it. The children have been working on some special surprise crafts to take 
home for their families. We have written our letters to Santa and we hear he may be dropping off 
gifts for the children! 
We have recently been learning about Thanksgiving and Children in Need and creating crafts to 
go along with these topics.
We do currently have spaces available for 2, 3 and 4 year olds. For more information, please 
contact the pre-school on 07927 690968.

We would like to wish all the children and their families a very Merry 
Christmas! We look forward to seeing you all and welcoming some new 
children in the new year! 

Vandalism and Fly Tipping
Over the past few weeks the village has been the victim of a spate of vandalism as well as the common problem of fly tipping. The recent 
mowing of the verges has exposed the usual discarded litter, especially along the Methwold Road and, once again, it will no doubt be left to 
the Parish Council and our small group of village volunteers to clear it up. 
The bottle and clothing banks are well used, but other detritus is often dumped there too, such as unwanted 

furniture, electical items, baby car seat etc. and John, our village handyman, has to 
remove it. On the last weekend of November, a bag of take-away left overs was left on 
the lorry park, even when a rubbish bin was just a few yards away! 
Dumping garden waste along the roadside has also been noticed, but the sawn off 
leylandii and other trees along Pilgrim’s Way rather took the biscuit!
I am sure the vast majority of Weeting residents do not wish to live in a rubbish bin, so, 
to anyone tempted to be too lazy to dispose of your unwanted items correctly, please 
think twice and either put it into the appropriate waste bin or take it to the nearest disposal centre - Thetford, 
Mildenhall or Crimplesham are the nearest. Thank you!
Now to the vandalism. The most recent target was the wooden bench on the mound in front of St Mary’s Church 

gate where someone cut through all four legs and left it laying on its back at the 
bottom of the slope. Not only that, but they tried to remove the brackets and 
cement blocks that had anchored it to the ground. Words fail me! What was the 
point of all that? The bench has been there for at least 20 years and has been a 
well used resting point for many. The perpetrator obviously did not want to steal 
the bench as the legs were all cut at different lengths, but they must have come 
prepared with the appropriate equipment and it wasn’t a handsaw that did the 
damage as the cuts were too clean. Another target, about 3 weeks before the 
bench fiasco, was the gate between the playing field and the dog walk next to the teen 
shelter. The substantial concrete post with the gate attached by metal bolts was broken and 
the gate pushed over. Another pointless act. In her report on the Village Hall (see page 15) 
Karen mentions a broken window in the bottom pane of one of the hall doors facing the 
playing field. Considering that this was a double glazed unit and therefore not easy to break 
by accident, I am more inclined to think that this may also have been the work of someone 
hell bent on causing damage to the structure of the village.

The Police have been informed regarding the vandalism and the Parish Council will report 
any further incidents so that investigation can take place. If anyone has any information, please let a council member 
know - all details on page 7 and, if YOU, reading this, are the culprit, please go and find something worthwhile to do instead!



CLUB SPOTLIGHT
ART FOR PLEASURE
It's hard to say what we have been doing this year except perhaps 
washing our hands, keeping our distance and staying at home.  It 
is easier to say what we have missed doing this year like having a 
stall at Weeting Village Hall's Easter Fair.  It gives us a chance to 
sell some of our pictures and cards but mainly to introduce 
ourselves to new members and let the village know about our 
friendly group of artists.  
Each year we have always organised an outing by mini-bus to 
places of interest or art galleries.  We have great memories of 
Degas exhibition at the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge; the 
Waterways exhibition of Art and Nature on the Broads at the Time 
and Tide Museum, Yarmouth; the Alphonse Mucha exhibition at the 
Sainsbury Centre, Norwich. These have all been extremely good. 
Also, members often mention exhibitions that are on and small 
groups arrange to go (generally using our bus passes).  We have 
actually booked the mini-bus for our 2021 outing – hope springs 
eternal!
Small groups also often arrange to meet up at Brandon Country 
Park or Gooderstone Water Gardens to sit and sketch.

Although we all help each other with advice and friendly criticism of 
each other’s work we also have a couple of workshops a year with 
professional artists who add that bit of polish to our work and often 
encourage us to try a different medium or style.
Having taken notice of all this advice and being proud of the work 
we've produced we usually have an annual exhibition.  So often new 
members join saying they have never painted before but want to try.  
It is great to see them get to the point where they have the 
confidence to frame their work and proudly see it hanging in an 
exhibition.
Being such a friendly group, we will greatly miss seeing each other 
for our Christmas dinner - usually at the Red Lion in Hockwold.  
However, what we have missed most is Thursday mornings at 
Weeting Village Hall when we all meet up to paint and socialize.  So, 
if you are ready to face the world again after lock-down you will be 
warmly welcomed when (fingers crossed) will be meeting again every 
Thursday 10.30 a.m. - 12.30 pm at Weeting Village Hall starting 7 
January 2021.

Further details can be obtained from:
Beryl Pountney, Club Secretary – Tel no. 01842 828750
Terry Kimpton, Club Chairman – Tel no. 01842 819732

 What we missed in 2020

                                               The Workshops                               Weeting Christmas Fair  
                              

           Our Annual Outing                           Our Annual Exhibition               Hockwold Country Fair

Brandon Photographic Club is open again, albeit in a 
different format due to the continuing Covid restrictions.  

Our meetings are now being held through Zoom links – 
members will receive a link by email prior to the 
meetings.  We welcome anyone to take part and there 

will be no membership fees, at least until we can safely return to our 
meetings in the Baptist Hall.  If you would like to join us, then please 
contact Tim Bridge on badpc@tbridge.co.uk and he will be able to give 
you a link to enable you to join in.  

There will be just one meeting in December which will be held on 
Wednesday 9th December - this will be an Open Competition. For entry 
details and a link to the meeting please contact Tim Bridge on 
badpc@tbridge.co.uk. On 6th January we will be welcoming Jane 
Goodall who is going to give us a talk entitled ‘Beautiful Lights’ - find out 
how she works the light for maximum effect considering perspective and 
visual cues to make successful landscape images. Jane will be showing 
you her essential kit for a landscape photographer, some of which might 
surprise you. See how she uses the latest ‘online’ and smartphone 
applications to aid in image making and optimise her choice of 
landscape locations. It’s a fun and interactive evening, even online! 

You don’t need to spend a fortune on expensive cameras to start learning 
about photography, many phones, compact and bridge cameras take 
some really good images and these are well worth looking at, or if you are 
unsure come along to any of our meetings and speak to us.  Learn how to 
best focus your camera and compose your pictures, we often have 
magazines available for you to browse through, giving ideas on how you 
can improve your talent or encourage you to take up a new hobby.

In the meantime, we hope this editorial finds you all well and we wish you 
all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, in whatever form this 
may take this year.  Take care and stay safe.

  

Check out our website on www.brandonphotographicclub.co.uk



CLUB SPOTLIGHT
W.A.S.P.s
Hi Everybody,
I hope all out there are safe and well. We can only keep to the rules 
and hope this time next year we will be celebrating Christmas in the 
same old way, with shopping and visiting friends and family and, of 
course, the Christmas pantomime.

We, the WASPs, sure do miss rehearsing. We miss the get-
togethers and the laughter at all the antics the cast got up to while 
rehearing, let alone what happened every time we put a show on, 
as you can guarantee that someone will do something not in the 
script. So often I have been jumping up and down as somebody 
goes on stage in the wrong outfit or comes on at the wrong time, but 
you, the audience, have always accepted our mistakes with a laugh 
and that has made it ok. 

Just like you, we have been trying to fill in the time while staying at 
home and I have heard from some of the cast about what they have 
been doing. Because the weather was so good through the 
summer, most of us have spent a lot of time in our gardens. What a 
display of beautiful f lowers in every garden and fresh 
vegetables and then, of course, the decorating. Karen and I have 
done almost every room in the house and have enough paint to 
keep us busy through the long winter ahead. Everyone has been 
busy decorating inside and out, fences sheds etc, and then some 
have taken to walking, biking and even doing gym classes in the 
garden.

WELL DONE EVERYBODY - KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK

The Wasps wanted to do something over the last nine months, so 
we set up Zoom meetings and have been reading all our old scripts. 
This was very interesting in the beginning, while we sorted out the 
little problems that occurred while setting it all in motion and 
although we still have a problem now and then, we are able to talk 
to each other and to laugh as we relive the past shows. Our last one 
this year will be very soon and, as it is Christmas, we are reading 
one of the Christmas shows - "SANTA'S LOST HAT”, which we are 
all looking forward to.

I do hope everybody has a nice Christmas and can keep in 
touch with family and friends - that would be the best present of all.

In the meantime, stay safe and well. Here are a few pictures of past 
shows just to give you a laugh when you remember just what a load 
of nut cases the WASPs are.  We hope to see all your smiling faces 
watching our next show sometime in 2021.

Carole 

Weeting Saxon are still progressing very 
well. In the past 3 months we have 
trained continuously and improved on a 
weekly basis. We have gone from losing 
the first game of the season against West 
Winch 4-2, to sitting 3rd in the league. 
We have one of the best defences in the 
league and up until the second lockdown 
looked to be heading closer to the top. 

Our scheduled away game to Hungate on 
December 5th was changed to a home game 
when Hungate’s pitch became too water-
logged. We managed to clear our pitch of 
snow and got it in shape in time and, despite 
being 2-1 down at half time, won 6-2.
Our next 2 fixtures are:
12th December Home to Docking reserves
19th December Away to Terrington 
All kick off times are 2pm. 

Off the pitch, we have to give a massive thanks to the parish council 
for the replacement batteries for the lights. As this has given us the 
opportunity to continue to train at a minimal cost, our next aim is to 
get a light installed in the store as well as an outside light for after 
training. Pitch repair will take place at the end of the season. 

Again, thanks to everyone who has help us, including our sponsors 
Molyneux Estate Agents and Budgens Weeting. 

We are still on the look-out for more sponsors and support. If you 
would like to sponsor us, no matter how large or small, we will 
return the favour by advertising your company on all our social 
media platforms on a regular basis.

STOP PRESS: We are delighted to announce a new club 
sponsor - LJB Farriery! They will be joining the club as our new 
tracksuit sponsor.

Parrot’s Piece at Christmas
A few years ago, the 
Parish Council planted two 
pine trees on Parrot’s 
Piece with the intention 
that one, or both, would 
eventually become our 
village Christmas Tree. 
W h i l s t t h e y w e r e 

becoming established, it was decided to buy a cut tree from 
Elveden. However, their large trees were sourced from 
Northumberland, so there was also a delivery cost and 
therefore the totalusually amounted to about £1,000 by the 
time the tree had been erected and a cherry picker hired in 
order to install the lights. 
Last year it became obvious that the live trees were in 
danger of being damaged by the lower branches of the 
bought tree. So, this year, it was decided to decorate both of 
the living trees as well as the gazebo with lights. Admittedly, 
they are not as tall as the bought ones, but they are growing 
fast and will soon catch up. The message to the world is just 
the same.



??    Who’s Who    ??
Weeting Parish Councillors

Cllr Margaret Burlingham  01842 811177 - Please contact Margaret for street lighting problems
Cllr Tom Childerhouse  01842 811469 tjchilderhouse@btconnect.com
Cllr Clodagh Drewry  01842 815073 clobagh-drewry@hotmail.co.uk
Cllr Margaret Lister (V-Chair)01842 810467 margaretlister11@gmail.com
Cllr Mike Nairn (Chair)  01842 810212 mike.nairn@btinternet.com
Cllr Sue Nairn  01842 810212 sue.nairn@btinternet.com
Cllr Sarah O’Donnell  01842 550603 sarah.odonnell28@gmail.com
Cllr Jeff Prosser  01842 812672 jeffrey_prosser@yahoo.com
Cllr Sandra Walmsley  01842 812672 sandrawalmsley@rocketmail.com

Weeting Parish Clerk
Mrs Pauline Angus 07392 004834 clerk@weetingparishcouncil.org.uk

50 Brecklands, Mundford, Norfolk, IP26 5EG

Breckland District Councillor
Cllr Sam Chapman-Allen 01953 688522 sam.chapman-allen@breckland.gov.uk
Cllr Robert Kybird 01842 753132 robert.kybird@breckland.gov.uk

Norfolk County Councillor
Cllr Fabian Eagle 07450 679838 fabian.eagle@norfolk.gov.uk

Member of Parliament
Mrs Elizabeth Truss 020 7219 3000 elizabeth.truss.mp@parliament.uk
House of Commons
SW1A 0AA

Weeting Village is a member of the Thinking Fuel scheme, so if you have oil fired heating, you might like to 
contact them the next time you require a fuel top-up. It could save you on the cost and there is no obligation 

to buy. There is also a regular payment scheme available to help spread the cost throughout the year.



Puzzle Page
Below are 10 pictures of a portion of the label on items that will be in many kitchen cupboards.

Can you identify them? Answers on page 16.

MOBILE LIBRARY
31st December 2020
28th January 2021
25th February 2021
25th March 2021

Angerstein Close 10.10 – 10.25
St Edmund Close 10.30 – 10.45
Saxon Place 10.50 – 11.00
All Saints                11.05 – 11.15
Glebe Road 11.20 – 11.45
Rectory Lane 11.50 – 12.10

The Mobile Library Service is back in action again, but please note the 
following information:

• You will be required to wear a face covering when you 
visit the mobile library

• The mobile library will be operating on a one customer 
(or one household of up to 3 people) at a time basis to 
reduce the number of people inside

• Please remember to bring your library card with you
• We will ask you for your contact details for ‘test and 

trace’ purposes
• Hand sanitiser will be available for use on the way in 

and out and surfaces that are commonly touched will be 
regularly wiped down

• Returned items will be quarantined for up to 72 hours



St Mary’s Church

Rector:    Joan Horan (Tel: 01842 828034)
Churchwardens:  Julianne Young (Tel: 01842 813581)

  Tommy Saward (Tel: 01842 813601)

Regular services are as follows:
Second Sunday of the month: Service of The Word @ 11am
Third Sunday of the month: Eucharist @ 11am

Rector’s Report
Light a candle in your window

What a year this has been! I couldn’t have begun to imagine in 
my wildest nightmare when writing last year’s Christmas 
message that in 2020 we’d fall down a rabbit hole into a 
dystopian world of pestilence and lockdown. A world where our 
most basic human instincts for the comfort of love, friendship 
and fellowship require ‘social distance’ to attempt to stem the 
tide of a voracious virus sweeping through our planet at 
lightening speed and deadly effect. Who could have conceived 
that our ‘go to’ accessories would be little bits of cloth covering 
our nose and mouth and lashings of hand sanitizer? Do you 
know that very pricey ‘designer’ face masks are the ‘must 
haves’ on this year’s ‘Santa list’? 

As the days shorten and the nights draw in, we find ourselves 
isolated into lockdown once more as the powers that be try 
desperately to limit the upsurge in hospitalizations and deaths. 
Our world has shrunk – no more catch up over a coffee with 
friends or impromptu calling in to each others houses for a chat, 
holidays whether domestic or abroad are liable to last minute 
cancellation, children’s education is severely compromised, 
elderly loved ones are denied the comfort of visits from those 
they’re closest to… no wonder we are all feeling absolutely 
frayed at the edges as winter approaches and the ‘normality’ of 
family time at Christmas is threatened. Family and community 
life have retreated to the ‘virtual’ as we reach out for connection 
via Zoom, WhatsApp, Skype or other social media platforms. 
None of these can replace that vital human connection we long 
for – a hug.

As we approach Christmas this Advent, we are missing those 
traditional ‘markers’ of the season that bind us together as 
community. There are no ‘tree festivals’ at Feltwell or 
Northwold. Children in our schools who look forward so much to 
welcoming Mary, Joseph and that very naughty donkey into 
their homes during ‘Posada’ – the representation of Mary and 
Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem – are disappointed to find that 
“Donkey’ will not be consuming bucket loads of carrots or 
raiding the fridge at midnight this year! Carol services will move 
online or will be limited in numbers and they will feel very 
different as communal singing in church is prohibited by law. 
The delightful chaos that is Christingle on Christmas Eve is a 
‘no no’ this year. Midnight Masses will go ahead – hopefully, but 
will feel very different with social distancing, mask wearing, 
track and trace and ‘lashings’ of hand sanitizer at the door. 
These rituals have always drawn us together as community and 
we feel their absence keenly this year. 

We have marked the beginning of Advent most years at Feltwell 
with an Advent carol service which has drawn participants from 
across the Benefice and local village community. One of the 
songs we sing is called Light a candle in your window and its 
chorus goes like this:

Light a candle in your window
Let the night know that you care
Light a candle in the window
It may guide the Christ child there.

Now more than ever we need the light of the Christchild shining 
through the darkness of this pandemic that has caused so much 
suffering, grief and loss in our world. Someone commented to 
me the other day that Jesus was born in ‘less than ideal 
circumstances.’ Indeed, he did enter a world where Roman 
oppression and brutality was the norm, born in squalor because 
his young parents had been forced by the occupying power to 
travel far from the comfort of family and home to Joseph’s 
ancestral city in order to be taxed. Life was on a knife edge for 
this young family who then had to flee into exile as refugees to 
avoid Herod’s murderous, jealous rage. No, it wasn’t an ideal 
start. If, however, we believe that Jesus is “Emmanuel”, which 
means “God with us”, it was imperative that he should 
experience and share the hardships and vicissitudes of life just 
as we do. This sharing of life in all its facets is what makes 
Jesus ‘real’. It is what makes this feast of Christmas real. Jesus 
lived among us. He showed us the way to live by bringing 
healing, reconciliation peace and love through his presence, his 
touch, his word. He lived in solidarity with us. One of the reasons 
why I like the symbolism of the Christingle is that it points us 
forward – with that red band of ribbon around the orange – to the 
Prince of Peace shedding His blood for us on the Cross. Why? 
So that all the earth might be reconciled in love and peace with 
God and enter into the joy of life eternal with Him forever. Jesus 
IS ‘the light that shines the darkness and the darkness did not 
overcome it.’ He is our comfort and our hope in these troubled 
times.

Light a candle in your window…it may guide the Christ child 
there. 

One positive aspect of this pandemic is the way in which 
communities continue to pull together to support those who are 
vulnerable and most in need. I’ll leave you with a challenge this 
Christmas. If we all light candles in our windows this Advent and 
Christmas, we can show our solidarity with one an other and our 
resilience in these dark times – it’s an invitation to welcome the 
light of Christ into our homes and families and to light our way 
forward towards the renewal that will come. For Jesus remains 
with us now. He is our hope in the darkness of pandemic, our 
hope in the midst of human tragedy. Christmas may be 
celebrated very differently this year, but the steadfast love of the 
Christchild endures forever.

May the love, joy, peace and blessing of the Christchild be with 
you all in this holy season. 

Joan Horan
Rector



LOCAL CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS



Winter Gardening.
The garden shouldn’t be out of bounds during winter. If your green fingers 
are itching and you’re craving some time outdoors, there’s still plenty to do 
in the garden during the winter months. There are also plenty of plants to 
enjoy at this time of year.

Winter is a time to put right all of the areas of the garden that don’t work 
whilst many plants sleep. It might not be a dramatic change, or anything 
remarkable or exciting, but something that will make your garden more 
enjoyable, such as putting up some new trellis, putting in a new seating area 
or changing the shape of a border.  If you can’t go outside (due to weather 
conditions) go on pinterest and start planning your new garden designs. 

The thought of facing months of cold dark days before the first signs of 
spring appear can leave us all feeling down. A few hours spent in the garden 
in winter quickly gives visual results and caring for plants will lift your mood. 
Here are the key gardening jobs for Winter:

December: 
• Winter prune plants that are prone to bleeding such as 

grapevines, birch, & walnuts.
• Protect outdoor taps from frost by wrapping insulation around 

them. Bubble wrap is ideal and probably in plentiful supply if you 
are ordering Christmas presents over the internet!

• If you have a greenhouse, make sure the heater works. 
• Clean and repair your garden tools. 
• Take care not to let leaves accumulate around Alpine’s, they will 

die if left damp.

January:
• Cut back old foliage of ornamental grasses and perennials such 

as sedums.
• Winter Prune Wisteria
• Purchase and start chitting seed potatoes, in mid/ late January we 

will expect our delivery of seed potatoes (earlies, seconds & 
mains) from our Scottish supplier. 

• Remove old and diseased Hellebore leaves to make the new 
blooms more visible as they emerge this spring.

• Remove yellowing leaves from your winter brassicas as they are 
no use to the plant and may harbour pests and diseases.

• Prune apple trees and pear trees if you haven't done so already 
as this is best done whilst they are dormant. (Leave plums, 
cherries and apricots unpruned until the summer as pruning these 
fruit trees now will make them susceptible to silver leaf infections.)

• Start forcing Rhubarb by placing an old bucket over the crown
• Plant new soft fruit bushes and canes (as long as the ground is 

not frozen)

February:
• Cut back shrubs such as Cornus and Salix cultivars (grown for 

their colourful winter stems) down to their bases. Keep the stems 
to make colourful plant supports or to add to cut flower displays. 

• Prune overwintered fuchsias back to one or two buds on each 
shoot.

• Prune winter flowering shrubs such as Mahonia, winter flowering 
jasmine and Viburnum x bodnantense after their colourful display 
has finished.

• Trim winter-flowering heathers as the flowers disappear, to 
prevent the plants becoming leggy.

• Remove any faded flowers from your winter pansies to stop them 
setting seed. This will encourage a flush of new flowers when the 
weather warms up.

• Start sowing vegetable seeds such as leeks, onions and celeriac 
under cover now.

• Trim deciduous hedges before the birds start nesting.
• Add colour to containers and borders from hardy primula 

(Primroses & Polyanthus) 

Whatever you are planning for your garden in 2021 Paul and I are always 
available to offer support and advice, as well as stocking fairly priced 
gardening products from the top manufacturers, and plants sourced year-
round from the very best UK growers. 

Rachel Sobiechowski BSc(Hons) 
P&R Garden Supplies, Fengate Drove, Weeting, 01842 814800  
www.p-rgardensupplies.co.uk                                   



Need a good car at a sensible price!
then call BARRY at:

Apollo Car Sales

07789 100913
£500 - £1500 - Manuals and Autos

Selling cars for 30 years (still not rich!)

We have relocated to High Street, 
Lakenheath, next to Trawlers Catch.

Barry thanks you for your past custom 
and hopes to see you in the future

D T ROLFE
Plumbing & Heating Services

Over 30 years experience

Bathrooms, Shower Rooms.
Radiators & Cylinders Fitted

No Job Too Small

01842 761614 or 07957 463142

Maitland Kingsleigh 
Book-keeping Services

Fed up with working all day until late, then getting 
home and doing your accounts? Sorting and 
sending invoices, making payments to your 
suppliers? Then contact:

I can do all your general accounts & bookkeeping 
services, VAT Returns, Payroll and Tax Returns.

To suit sole traders up to small limited companies. 
Reasonable rates by the hour.

For more details contact Karen on 07971 298879 
Or email: kerriganbryn@sky.com



Weeting Londis Store
for all your Grocery Needs, Hot Food, Dry Cleaning 
Agents, Lottery/Scratch Cards, Newspaper Delivery

Post Office, ATM (free of charge)

Open:  6am - 7pm Monday - Friday
  6am - 6pm Saturday
  7am - 1pm Sunday    Tel: 01842 811871

B & B Betts
For all your garden buildings

Sheds, Summerhouses, Garages, Workshops
and much more.
Fengate Drove

Weeting, Brandon, Suffolk
01842 810941

DIGITAL AERIAL SATELITE 
SPECIALISTS

DIY Aerials / New Installations
Aerial Upgrades / Freeview Aerials

Satelite Systems
Multi-Room TV Points (inc Sky)

CCTV
All installations metered for optimum signal.
Fast, Efficient, Friendly Service

   100% Customer Satisfaction   01366 728403

Your advertisement could 
appear here. 

Contact the Editor for details



Pet’s Corner
The Veterinary Poisons Information Service

Based in the UK, the Veterinary Poisons Information Service 
(VPIS) receives over 10,000 enquires annually. The hazards 
involved in the vast majority of suspected cases of poisoning 
remain the same from year to year. Common household 
products which may be poisonous to our pets, have previously 
been described in this column focused on themes of the festive 
season and home improvements. This issue addresses hazards 
faced by new and emerging toxins, which are fortunately few in 
number and rare in incidence.

Electronic cigarettes

E-cigarettes and their refills are popular amongst smokers trying 
to give up or reduce dependency on nicotine. Products are likely 
to be easily accessed and eaten by inquisitive pets. Fortunately, 
no serious cases have been reported to the VPIS and half of the 
animals involved have shown no symptoms.  Where seen, 
clinical signs include increased salivation, vomiting, diarrhoea, 
and an increased heart rate. E-cigarette users are generally well 
informed of the strength of the nicotine in their product which 
ranges from 3mg/ml – 20mg/ml; refill bottles are often of 
standard size. Calculating the dose ingested by a patient is 
therefore relatively straightforward and vets can advise if 
treatment is necessary.

A number of factors reduce the bioavailability of ingested 
nicotine i.e. the amount of the drug that is absorbed into the 
blood stream and available to act on the nervous system.

1. Ingested nicotine is much less readily absorbed into the 
bloodstream than inhaled nicotine. This may in part 
account for chewing tobacco being less popular than 
smoking cigarettes, the latter provides more efficient 
nicotine delivery. The poor absorption of nicotine 
through the oral mucous membranes does help to 
reduce poisoning. 

2. Nicotine is slightly alkaline which reduces its absorption 
in the acidic stomach.

3. Nicotine also has an emetic effect (causes vomiting) 
further reducing the opportunity for absorption.

4. Once in the blood stream, nicotine is also rapidly 
broken down into an inactive form. This results in the 
clinical signs of nicotine toxicity being relatively short 
lived.

First aid for exposed pets includes decontamination, washing 
and irrigating the mouth and skin and administering substances 
which further reduce take up from the gastrointestinal tract into 
the blood stream. Animals showing symptoms should be closely 
monitored for the duration of expected signs. Supportive 
treatment including medication to reduce hyperactivity may be 
needed.

Jerky dog treats

Between 2016 and 2018 the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) in the USA received over 5000 complaints of animals 
falling ill after eating jerky treats marketed for pets. The vast 
majority of affected animals were dogs and over 1000 deaths 
were attributed to this toxicity during the period. Most of these 
products originate in China, the world’s largest jerky treat 
producer.

In the UK, the VPIS has set up a register of cases to monitor the 
problem. Pet owners who regularly offer such treats have been advised 
to watch for abnormal signs, such as extreme tiredness. Vets have 
been invited to submit cases to assess the UK incidence. Reports have 
also been received from Canada, New Zealand, and Australia.

Dovonex- Vitamin D cream

Dovonex can now be purchased ‘over the counter’ without prescription. 
There is concern that the increased availability of this psoriasis 
treatment may provide dogs greater opportunity to lick the product from 
the owner’s skin, or chew tubes of the product.

Calcipotriol is the active ingredient in Dovonex. Similar to vitamin D, this 
molecule helps to regulate calcium levels. An overdose can cause injury 
by mineralisation of tissues including the kidneys. Clinical signs of 
calcipotriol toxicity worsen with continued dosing; increased thirst and 
urination, profuse vomiting, diarrhoea, and then difficulty breathing, 
increased heart rate, muscle spasms and convulsions. Further dosing 
would cause death due to changes to the heart and lungs.

A variety of drugs may be needed in treatment for this toxicity, with the 
aims of ensuring adequate hydration and urinary output and normalising 
blood levels of calcium and phosphorous. 

Anticoagulants

Whilst the clotting of blood is necessary to stop bleeding from wounds, 
clots forming when not required can block blood vessels leading to 
strokes and heart attacks. People at a high risk of getting clots may take 
anti-clotting medication, called anticoagulants which are often referred 
to as ‘blood-thinning’ medicines, although they do not actually make the 
blood thinner.

Anticoagulant medicines eaten in error can prevent necessary blood 
clots from forming, resulting in problematic bleeding. Whilst the effects 
of some of these drugs can be reversed by the prompt administration of 
vitamin K, this is not the case for all. Also, anticoagulant medicines 
developed to be quickly absorbed into the blood stream can rapidly 
cause poisoning. Specific treatment can be needed dependent on 
which medicine has been ingested, in some cases surgery or blood 
transfusions may be required.

Conclusion

The saying that prevention is better than cure is rarely more applicable 
than with the toxic effects of pets eating human medication. Correct 
storage of medicines is of course important. However, accidents will 
always happen and if you are unsure about something that your pet has 
eaten, early advice from a vet can be lifesaving. Time and money can 
be saved if you record exactly what has been eaten and when, details 
of the number and strength of tablets is especially important. It is also 
particularly useful if your veterinary practice has a record of your pets’ 
recent weight.

Paul Jarman Veterinary Surgeries

Editor’s Note:
The next edition of Weeting Village Life will be published March 2021. If 
anyone would like to submit an advertisement, article, photo, etc for 
consideration to be included, the deadline for receipt by the Editor will 
be Friday 19th February 2021. 
I look forward to hearing from you.



WEETING VILLAGE HALL NEWS
Well folks, since the last report we are back in 
lock down again !!!  Since the last one, three 
groups were able to use the hall for a few 
weeks – Line Dancing, Street Dancing and 
Carpet Bowls – and hope you all enjoyed 
meeting up again even though it was only for a 
short while.

Unfortunately we again had to go into lock down 

from the 5th November, but this shut down 
actually came at a good time for us as we had received confirmation 
from the Social Infrastructure Fund, which I had applied for some time 
ago, that they were awarding us approx. £12,000 towards the 
refurbishment of the ceilings and lighting in the reception area, kitchen 

and main hall – work commenced on the 
9th November and Acorn Works completed 
all the work by the 13th November – and 
my goodness it looks brilliant, what with the 
polished floor and newly painted walls 
throughout.  The hall is looking cleaner and 
brighter throughout.
In the meantime, we received more money 

from the Co-op Fund due to the work Brenda Willison started earlier in 
the year and I also received an email from the Local Restrictions 
Support Grant Fund with whom I had been in touch with as well and 
the net result that we received a further funds to cover the cost of 
running the hall due to the second Lockdown.  Every little bit helps to 
keep us afloat during these difficult times.
But as one problem is solved, another raises its head, unfortunately 
we have had to call Styles out again, this time to replace two windows 
on the field side of the hall that have been smashed, we are not sure 
how they were broken – may have been a pure accident, but an 
annoying one all the same as we have now had to endure further 
costs that we had not budgeted for.

So to wrap this up, the hall has now been 
thoroughly cleaned from top to bottom, floor has 
been polished, and the ceilings and lights 
renewed.  Hopefully we will be able to re-open 
in the new year and more clubs and groups will 
be able to meet and enjoy the benefits of the 
refurbished hall, just leaves me to wish 
everyone a merry Christmas and a happy New 
Year – keep safe and well.

Karen Scott - Treasurer

Editor’s Note:
Whilst we are under the constraints imposed upon us by the 
Covid-19 pandemic, many clubs cannot meet as they would do 
usually. I have updated the Clubs & Organisations page as 
best as I can, but, if you wish to join any of them please check 
with the contact first. I hope that next year will see life returning 
to more normal function so that we can begin to enjoy the 
social events once more.

Calling All Clubs!
If your club would like to submit a report, advertise an event and / or 
include photographs in the next edition, please contact the editor 
(details on front page). Similarly, if you wish to add your club to the list 
in the centre page, or change contact details, days, times, etc. please 
let the editor know.

Weeting Bowls Club
2020 has been an unprecedented year at the club. Despite many 
restrictions being placed on members due to lockdowns and social 
distancing, a great deal has been achieved.
In late June, committee members met to de-clutter and clear an 
area to create a memorial garden around the oak tree next to the 
clubhouse. Sue Windget and Carol Newman toiled long and hard, 
to build a wall around the base of 
the tree and plant it up, whilst Peter 
Nordan fashioned a lovely plaque 
from solid oak to take the brass 
memorials of past club members.
Once sports clubs were allowed to 
open for outdoor play,12 of our 
intrepid bowlers ventured out on 
Sat 27th/Sun 28th June, to play a friendly pre-season tournament. 
Thanks to the effort of our groundsman Tony Stevens, the green 
was in good order and much improved by the lack of footfall 
during lockdown. Everyone played at least 3 or 4 short singles 
matches and results were a tie for first place between Joanna 
Nordan, Susan Holland and Darren Deplanque.
The following weekend, our Singles Club Championships began in 
earnest, and continued throughout the summer until everyone had 
played 11 matches. Congratulations must be given to Adryan 
Newman who managed to beat his mother Carol Newman into 
second place on shot difference, and take the title Club 
Champion: Peter Nordan took third place and was also awarded 
the trophy for ‘Most Improved Player’. We must also commend 
Angela Lee for her consistency and true grit when she completed 
her final matches with a broken wrist.
The final challenge of the year was a Pairs competition on 5th 
September. It was physically demanding 
as each pair played five games in one 
day on a green that was heavy going due 
to wet weather the previous day. Thanks 
must go to Samantha Fouracre, who 
stepped in at the last moment to replace 
an absent bowler, and played a blinder to 
finish in 3rd place with Peter Nordan. 
Runners up were Stephen Thompson 
and Carol Newman, whilst the winners 
and Pairs Champions were Adryan 
Newman and Aidan Fouracre.
Throughout the year the clubhouse has remained open to 
members whenever possible. Pool has continued with in-house 
competitions in line with government guidance and regulations 
throughout. Regardless of social distancing, club members have 
enjoyed a good season of sport, conversation and competition. 
We now look forward  to next year when, coronavirus permitting, 
we will have our own club coach Alexander White, (who began his 
coaching course before lockdown this year) to entice and 
encourage new members to come and join us at the club.
Joanna Nordan,   Vice captain.

Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus and periods of lockdown, 
the bowls club have had to cancel most of its big events this year. 
We know this has been an exceptionally difficult time for everyone 
but we are very confident that with a vaccine now in sight, we will 
very soon be back to a normal life.  With this in mind, we would 
like to assure our members and the people of Weeting that we 
have a full calendar of events planned for next year with our 
regular monthly karaokes, an Irish night with a live Irish music duo 
arranged for St. Patrick’s Day in March, a great entertainer Marc 
Jacobs, back by popular demand in April. 
Please follow us on our Facebook page to get all the latest 
information and dates for your diaries or phone Sue Windget 
01842 812094/07855764288 
suewindget@hotmail.com
We also cater for birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, 
christenings, baby showers and wakes. 

mailto:suewindget@hotmail.com


Saturday 24th April 2021
7pm - midnight

New spectacular tribute 
show for 2021

Throughout the difficulties imposed 
upon us all this year Brandon Creative 
Forum have continued to bring 
c r e a t i v e o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o t h e 
community in socially distanced Covid 
secure ways! Here are a few of our 
recent projects.

 In September the Virtual Art Gallery video created to celebrate 

Brandon Arts Society’s 40th Anniversary was shown on our 
Facebook page. If you missed it and would like to take a look now 
here is the link

h t tps : / /www. facebook.com/204777810175763/v ideos /
1400413067015979.

Then there was the “Sound Tubes” project, which was a moving 
display board showing people’s thoughts and their “guilty 
lockdown pleasures” that helped them through the first lockdown. 
This was installed in Craig’s Hare Salon for a week and created 
lots of interest and many fascinating and intriguing thoughts were 
shared. We began our regular visits to the Thursday Markets at 
the end of August with a stall where we had our display board 
showing some of the creative events and competitions that had 
recently taken place alongside a selection of local scenes 
postcards and greeting cards for sale. Since then, we have been 
at the markets once a month and have been selling more cards 
and calendars, holding competitions, showcasing local crafters 
and developing interest in our projects. Our October stall focused 
on Halloween where we judged the competition advertised on our 
Facebook page for you to make something relating to Halloween 
that you could bring to the stall. Well done to everyone who took 
part especially Charlie who won the first prize of a Hobbycraft 
voucher with his spinning zoetrope.

Our latest Christmas project is working with the high street shops 
to have window displays of the 12 Days of Christmas, each owner 
has been allocated a “day” but has free rein to interpret it in any 
way they chose. There should be some interesting results to post 
on Facebook during December! 

We love to meet you and chat about anything creative that 
benefits the community so please keep coming along to see us, 
as long as current Covid guidelines allow us to be at the markets, 
of course. 

You can always contact us through our Facebook page 
@BrandonCreativeForum and keep up to date with our projects 

Answers to Picture Puzzle on page 8

  1 - Marmite.  2 - PPedigree dog food. 
  3 - Bachelors foods). 4 - Marvel dried milk. 
  5 - AFairy washing up liquid). 6 - Raid insect spray. 
  7 - Bovril. 8 - Boots Chemists. 
  9 - Heinz Tomato Ketchup. 10 - SunPat Peanut Butter.

https://www.facebook.com/204777810175763/videos/1400413067015979
https://www.facebook.com/204777810175763/videos/1400413067015979


Authentic Chinese, 
Thai, Japanese & 

Sushi

Tel: 01842 337800
Live Music Every Saturday Night

Home Made Sunday Carvery
Takeaway Service Available

The Great Eastern
High Street

Brandon
IP27 0AX

Sporting events near Weeting
 
Diss Motorcycle Club Ltd (Diss MCC), has organised off-road 
motorcycle events in Thetford Forest twice a year since 1981. The 
events are normally run in November and the end of February to 
minimise the impact on wildlife and nesting birds. The areas of forest 
which the club run events in are just north of Santon Downham near 
to Weeting. These areas have been allocated to avoid the main 
forest centres of Downham High Lodge Warren and Brandon Park 
which are heavily used by the public. 
 
Local Weeting resident and Diss MCC club member Tom Beales was 
one of the founder helpers in getting these events off the ground. 
Tom has fond memories of the various events held over the years 
and whilst he missed a few when working abroad, in recent years he 
has again assisted the Diss Club make these recreational events 
possible. Most events generally attract between 200 and 230 riders 
from all over the UK and some international countries like Ireland, 
Spain and even Russia. Over the years this has had a number of 
economic benefits for local retail and accommodation suppliers.
 
Tom stressed that riders and their support crews are very aware of 
the unique qualities the forest offers ensuring that the public forest 
estate is enjoyed by all, irrespective of the nature of the sport. He 
added organising events such as this can take many months of 
getting approvals from various parties taking account of the historical 
and environmental restrictions. Routes are mapped out using a 
sophisticated GPS system to ensure sensitive areas are avoided and 
post the event, a majority of the route is restored. Trails are then 
often used for mountain biking.

Tom advised that one of the keys to the success of the events has 
been the understanding and co-operation of local residents. Over the 
39 years very few complaints have been received. He puts this down 
to the club posting advance notices of the event on forestry gates, 
letters being posted to local residents and general understanding of 
local residents that this only happens one weekend in the area of 
forest a year. 
The club and Forestry England believe that strict controlled use of 
the Forest in this area has also helped to reduce the level of illegal 
riding. However, the Diss Club recognises that this is an ongoing 
problem and it continues to actively assist Forestry England and local 
police on patrols of the area. Such patrols having resulted in a 
number of Section 59 public nuisance notices being issued.
 
Covid-19 and a nationwide review of Forestry England land use for 
motorsport events means no events will be held in the Autumn and 
Winter of 2020. However, the club is planning ahead in the hope of 
future events may resume again at some stage in 2021. 

Childhood Memories of Weeting
I was saddened to hear of the death of one of my oldest friends, Maurice 
Burlingham. Many years ago as kids we used to have great fun fiding our 
bikes round the white openings to see who could do it the fastest. On one 
occasion, Maurice was winning and I was a close second. I went wide to 
overtake, my bike slipped over with a bang and dumped me into the slimy 
moss that grew along the sides of the concrete. I slid along on my belly, 
coming to a halt under a half rotten elder bush. I got up, covered with 
slime, and extracted my bike, only to find it had a bent pedal and 
handlebars at 45% to port. I had to wheel it home for repairs.

The white openings is now called Saxon Place, but we called it our 
speedway. There were no houses at all on the white openings, no garage, 
no chippy and no shops; just an oval concrete road with three large 
Nissan huts which originally housed army tanks. One hut had its top 
removed and we used to roller skate round inside its 4 foot high brick 
walls, attached to which were 6 ‘U bolts’ sticking out of the concrete. Quite 
what they were for I never found out, but, if you hit one while skating, you 
were a goner.

Sometimes at weekends, USA personnel would come here to fly model 
aeroplanes and we would gather round to watch them fly hand wire 
controlled models round in a circle with the controller in the middle. One 
day a Polish boy ran into the circle and was hit by a plane at about 40mph 
and was knocked to the ground. The wings broke off and the plane flew 
into the bushes. The boy lost part of his ear to the propeller and was taken 
to the doctor’s to have it stitched back on – he was not best pleased.

In the middle of the openings were two huge horse chestnut trees that we 
kids would ransack for conkers. When all the conkers were picked from 
the ground, we would try and knock more down by thrwing bits of 
branches up into the trees. I was about to throw my stick when I was hit by 
a branch full of prickly conkers (ouch!). that concluded my effort for the 
day. Sometimes me and Robin Hurrell (Archie) would play cricket in the 
field at the back of South Park. Unfortunately, there were cows in the field. 
Our wicket was a jerry can (ex US AirForce) and you could always tell in 
an instant when you were bowled out because of the loud dong as the ball 
hit it. One advantage of playing cricket with cows present was, if you hit 
the ball hard it would land in a cow pat, the fielder would not pick it up and, 
while he tried to clean it in the grass, you could get 50 runs!

On the road leading to Weeting Hall, Nissan huts were built – half round 
tin and concrete construction and opposite the Hall stood two of the most 
massive trees I have ever seen – giant American Redwood (Sequoia 
Gigantica) – really impressive. Why they were cut down I will never know.

Extending on the opposite side of the road, to the rear of the Hall, were 
more huts and this was called the ‘Polish Camp’. Apart from that there 
were no houses or bungalows whatsoever. The camp consisted of a 
conventional type of hut painted black with steps up to the one and only 
door. In the centre of the site stood what was called the Polish canteen, 
which was a shop, cum pub, cum social hall where the Poles could 
purchase some of their native foods and drinks. Local could also purchase 
groceries – have you ever tried pickled herrings? (Yuk!) This building was 
painted green and was also used for school plays to raise money for 
books. I was cast in a play (Widdicomb Fair) and played the part of Uncle 
Tom Cobley who had to ride to the fair on a horse. It took quite some time 
to construct the horse out of huge fertiliser bags with a head made of 
cartridge paper and a tail from woolly rope. The front and rear legs were 
the property of two Irish brothers, Martin and Michael McDermot, as was 
the body of the horse. Came the big night, I rode out onto the stage to the 
tune of “Tom Pearce, Tom Pearce, lend me your grey mare”. Half way 
across, Martin, who was at the front, broke wind. Michael, whose head 
was immediately behind shouted “Martin, you dirty b****r” and, with that, 
the horse broke in two and I was left unhorsed in the middle of the stage. I 
have never seen or heard people laugh so much. Good old days. I never 
did get to Widdicomb Fair!

John Holledge





Diabetic Foot Care - Clinics or Home Visits

The Beeches
Reeves Lane

Hockwold 
IP26 4LS

Gift Vouchers Available




